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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROSS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 21, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 21, 2008, at 1:08 p.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to the conference 
report accompanying the bill: H.R. 2082. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK WEEK 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 978) expressing sup-
port for the designation of the week of 
March 3–7, 2008, as ‘‘School Social 
Work Week’’ to promote awareness of 
the vital role of school social workers 
in schools, and in the community as a 
whole, in helping students prepare for 
their future as productive citizens. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 978 

Whereas the School Social Work Associa-
tion of America declared the week of March 
3–7, 2008, ‘‘School Social Work Week’’; 

Whereas the House of Representatives rec-
ognized the importance of school social work 
through the inclusion of school social work 
programs in the current authorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 and the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act; 

Whereas school social workers serve as 
vital members of a school’s educational 
team, playing a central role in creating part-
nerships between the home, school, and com-
munity, to ensure student academic success; 

Whereas school social workers are espe-
cially skilled in providing services to stu-
dents who face serious challenges to school 
success, including poverty, disability, dis-
crimination, abuse, addiction, bullying, di-
vorce of parents, loss of a loved one, and 
other barriers to learning; 

Whereas there is a growing need for school 
districts to offer the mental health services 
that school social workers provide when 

working with families, teachers, principals, 
community agencies, and other entities to 
address the emotional, physical, and envi-
ronmental needs so that students may 
achieve behavioral and academic success; 

Whereas to achieve the goals of the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 of help for all 
children in reaching their optimal potential 
and achievement, including those with seri-
ous emotional disturbances, schools must 
work to remove the emotional, behavioral, 
and academic barriers that interfere with 
student success in school; 

Whereas fewer than 1 in 5 of the 17,500,000 
children in need of mental health services 
actually receive these services, and the 
President’s New Freedom Commission on 
Mental Health indicates that school mental 
health programs improve educational out-
comes by decreasing absences, decreasing 
discipline referrals, and improving academic 
achievement; 

Whereas school mental health programs 
are critical to early identification of mental 
health problems and in the provision of ap-
propriate services when needed; 

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school social workers recommended 
by the School Social Work Association of 
America is 400 to 1; and 

Whereas the celebration of ‘‘School Social 
Work Week’’ highlights the awareness of the 
vital role school social workers play in the 
lives of students in the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors and recognizes the contributions 
of school social workers to the success of 
students in schools across the Nation; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe ‘‘School Social Work 
Week’’ with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities that promote awareness of the vital 
role of school social workers in schools, and 
the community as a whole, in helping stu-
dents prepare for their future as productive 
citizens. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) and the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Connecticut. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may insert material relevant 
to H. Res. 978 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 

given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 978, a reso-
lution to recognize the week of March 
3–7 as National School Social Worker 
Week. 

School social workers have long 
played a critical role in schools in the 
community as a whole. They are pro-
fessionals with training in social men-
tal health intervention who work with 
youth to address their emotional, so-
cial, and developmental needs. For ex-
ample, students in elementary school 
are just beginning to develop their aca-

demic self-concept and their feelings of 
competence. School social workers 
help students build their confidence as 
learners. 

In middle school, many new chal-
lenges arise. During this passage from 
childhood to adolescence, middle 
school students are characterized by a 
need to explore a variety of interests 
connecting their learning into the 
classroom to its practical application 
in life. For these students, school so-
cial workers provide proactive leader-
ship that engage all stakeholders in 
the delivery of programs and services 
to help students navigate the chal-
lenges and achieve success. 

And in high school, students begin 
separating from parents and exploring 
and defining their independence. They 
face increased pressure regarding risk 
behaviors involving sex, alcohol, and 
drugs, while exploring the boundaries 
of the more acceptable behavior and 
mature, meaningful relationships. 
School social workers help make them 
concrete and compounded decisions. 

On top of this, school social workers 
must be responsive to the range of 
challenges that young people face 
every day such as poverty, disability, 
discrimination, abuse, addiction, bul-
lying, divorce of parents, loss of a loved 
one, and other barriers to learning. 

School social workers are also on the 
front lines when disaster strikes, such 
as the Southern California wildfires or 
Hurricane Katrina, as well as other 
traumatic incidents such as the atroc-
ities on 9/11. There is a documentation 
of the growing need for school districts 
to expand mental and student support 
services in schools. The numbers indi-
cate that only 1 in 5 of the 17,500,000 
children in need of mental health actu-
ally received those services. 

Many students go underserved pri-
marily because the national average 
ratio of student-to-school social work-
ers is far beneath the 400–1 ratio rec-
ommended by the School Social Work 
Association of America. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution serves to 
recognize the treasure that is the 
school social worker and acknowledge 
the priceless role that they play in 
guiding our students’ success in the 
ever-changing world of the 21st cen-
tury. 

I urge my colleagues to resoundingly 
pass this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today to support H. Res. 978, 
which expresses the support for the 
designation of the week of March 3–7 of 
this year as the School Social Work 
Week. And it will promote the aware-
ness of the vital role of school social 
workers in schools, and in the commu-
nity as the whole, where they help stu-
dents to prepare for their future as pro-
ductive citizens. 

From time to time, students face cer-
tain challenges to achieving academic 
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